RESEARCH SUBJECT CONSENT FORM
Title:	Strike from Record: Administrative Burden in Criminal Record Expungement
Protocol No.:	32170
Sponsor:	Russel Sage Foundation 		
Investigator:	Nyron N. Crawford, Ph.D. 
	446 Gladfelter Hall
	1115 Polett Walk
	Philadelphia, PA 19122
	USA

Daytime Phone Number:	202-306-3519
This online consent form is part of an informed consent process for a research study and it will provide information that will help you decide whether you want to take part in the study.  It is your choice to take part or not. Ask questions if there is anything in the form that is not clear to you. If you decide to take part, instructions at the end of document will tell you what to do next. Your alternative to taking part in the research is not to take part in it.
Who is conducting this research study and what is it about?
You are being asked to take part in research conducted by Nyron N. Crawford, who is an Associate Professor in the Dept. of Political Science at Temple University. The purpose of this research is to understand the experience of people with criminal records for an arrest or conviction. About 400 subjects will take part in this research. 
What will I be asked to do if I take part?
You will be asked to complete either a survey or to participate in a focus group. To complete a questionnaire will take about 10-15 minutes or participate in a 60-90 minute focus group. To determine eligibility, you must first complete the The Clean Slate Screener, “an automated service provided by Community Legal Services,” a third-party, non-profit legal services organization, who offer this service to “…provide free information so that more Pennsylvanians can clear their records.” Please note that the screener is subject to its own privacy standard and terms of use. Once you receive your personalized information, we ask that you send it to the study team for eligibility determination. 
What are the risks and/or discomforts I might experience if I take part in the study?
Some questions are sensitive and may make you feel uncomfortable. If that happens, you can skip those questions or withdraw from the study altogether. If you decide to quit at any time before you have finished the survey or questionnaire your answers will NOT be recorded. Breach of confidentiality is a risk of harm, but a data security plan is in place to minimize such a risk. For example, your answers are anonymous to the researcher.   
Are there any benefits to me if I choose to take part in this study?
There no direct benefits to you for taking part in this research. You will be contributing to knowledge about criminal records and the criminal legal system.  
Will I be paid to take part in this study?
Yes. Participants will Respondents receive a $20 gift card for completing the survey or participating the focus group.

How will information about me be kept private or confidential?
All efforts will be made to keep your responses confidential, but total confidentiality cannot be guaranteed. 
Minimal identifying information about you is collected. Identifiers like Name, Email, or Phone number are collected only for the purpose of coordinating participation. 
Data collected are coded and de-identified. This means any potentially identifiable identifiers (e.g., name) will be stripped from the data and replaced with a code involving letters, numbers, or some other combination, so that neither the researcher nor any other person could re-identify an individual's identity in connection with the data. A confidential document/file linking the subject name and ID, maintained strictly for the purpose of study coordination, will be kept on a password protected, and destroyed at the end of data collection. This allows results from this study to be published and/or presented at meetings without naming you as a participant.” Plus, we will not ask for your name or other identifying information on the survey. 
Access to the data is limited to the researcher and members of the study team. Once video or audio recordings are transcribed, recordings will be destroyed as soon as the accuracy and completeness of the transcriptions have been verified.No identifying personal information is transmitted while the survey is taken or from your participation in a focus group. The responses are identified only by a unique code. Personal information is only used to compensate individuals for their participation. 

We will not receive any information that can identify you or your responses, or other subjects. We will download de-identified survey responses to a secure file that requires a password to access. Only study staff will have access to the password. Responses will be deleted from the file after analysis is complete and study findings are professionally presented or published. For focus groups, you will be assigned a unique code. 



Your private information may be shared with individuals and organizations that conduct or watch over this research, including, if applicable: the research sponsor and people who work with the research sponsor, Temple University, and the Institutional Review Board (IRB) that reviewed this research.

Participants are strongly encouraged not to share any identifiable information during the focus group, and are discouraged from disclosing any information discussed during the focus group outside of the focus group. 

What will happen to information I provide in the research after the study is over?
· Responses may be used or distributed to investigators for other research without obtaining additional informed consent from you. 
What will happen if I do not want to take part or decide later not to stay in the study?
Your participation is voluntary. If you choose to take part now, you may change your mind and withdraw later. For survey participants, iIf you do not click on the ‘submit’ button after completing the form, your responses will not be recorded. However, once you click the ‘submit’ button at the end of the form, your responses cannot be withdrawn because researchers as we will not know which ones yours are. are not able to identify individual responses. Likewise focus groups participants may withdraw at any time and request their individual responses be removed from transcripts.  
Who can I call if I have questions?
If you have questions about taking part in this study, you can contact the Principal Investigator: Nyron N. Crawford, Ph.D., Department of Political Science, nyron.crawford@temple.edu. 
If you have questions, concerns, problems, information or input about the research or would like to know your rights as a research subject, you can contact the Temple University's Institutional Review Board (IRB) at (215)-707-3390 OR via email  irb@temple.edu. 

Please print out this consent form if you would like a copy of it for your files.
If you do not wish to take part in the research, close this website address. If you wish take part in the research, follow the directions below: Click on the "I Agree" button to confirm your agreement to take part in the research. [Be sure “I Agree” links them to the survey/questionnaire” and “I Do Not Agree” closes the website.]

  





RESERVED FOR IRB USE ONLY
IRB Template version 03-11-2022

01 Version number and/or date 10/26/23 	12	RESERVED FOR IRB USE ONLY
IRB Template version 07-01-2020

